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fSIgd ot 319+ Silg= I 9l g hdol W of Jahdl §
3N AR 3N GHTS H 378 I I8 Gohd! & | GHTS H
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10 LINES ON
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

1) Women empowerment helps in improving the
standard of life of women in rural as well as
metro areas.

2) Women's empowerment helps in preventing
the cruel crime of female foeticide.

3) It also helps in reducing domestic violence and
crimes against women.

4) Women empowerment helps in reducing
gender inequality in society.

5) The empowerment of women has also
brought a lot of economic and social gains to
India.

6) Women empowerment is important for
solving societal issues like poverty,
unemployment and birth control in India.

7) Women empowerment helps in securing the
rights of women in India thereby maintaining
their social status in society.

8) Women empowerment helps in achieving
comprehensive growth meaning growth in
each sector and for all the sections of society.

9) Empowered women can contribute to nation-
building by joining any sector like an army,
social service, politics, education, corporate
sector, etc.

10) The government should focus, especially in
rural areas, for empowering women as the
majority of India’s population resides in the
village. © TeachingBanyan.com
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TRACING SIMILITUDE BETWEEN WOMAN AND NATURE IN ANCIENT INDIAN TEXTS
Dr Mrinalini Kashyap
Assistant Professor in the Department of English
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mrinalini.kashyap6@gmail.com
There have been uncanny similarities between woman and nature as represented in literature from the
ancient times. In the provocative critical theory Ecofeminism, most feminists try to explain the
oppressive nature of the relationship between man, woman and nature. The connection between
woman and nature has been explored widely in the religion, politics and literature. Woman and nature
both have been dominated, exploited and oppressed by man.

In India, we can trace the relationship between woman and nature back to the ancient times. In the
Vedic times, man and woman were considered equal. Women, like men, would wear janeyus and would
perform sacrificial yagyas to please the mother earth. Vedic feminism tells us that women were in no
way unequal to men in those days. The most graceful form of lord Shiva is that of Ardhnarishwar, half
man and half woman. The female consort was called ardhangini, vamangi etc. However, while woman
was metaphorically compared to mother earth or mother nature (prakriti) to complete the purusha
(the consciousness), in reality she was exploited. In patrilineal society, the status of woman started
degrading. In the writings of plays during the 4th and 5th century CE, the woman was represented as an
intrinsic part of nature. The man would exploit the nature and the woman as well, all the time
highlighting the role of women as goddesses. Literature was highly patriarchal and had put women in
the conventional roles blinding the readers with misconceptions and prejudices.

Kalidasa in his play Abhijnanasakuntalam (the Recognition of Sakuntala), presents the female
protagonist Shakuntala as weak, frail and emotional woman whose life revolves around the man she
loves, the king Dushyanta and the man she gives birth to i.e Bharata. Bhasa, in his Svapnavasavadatta
and Kalidasa in Malvikagnimitram presented the self sacrificing women. Women, in these plays are like
caring and giving mother nature, whose life-purpose is fulfilled in being beautiful, attractive and fertile.
Like the nature in its avenging form(draught, flood, earthquake etc.) is never contemplated of, similarly
the woman is never represented as vengeful, harsh and standing for her rights, if she is the heroine.
Shakuntala is, in many ways, the nature itself. She was reared by Sakuni, the birds, thus named
Sakuntala. She wears tree barks, writes a love letter on lotus-leaf, feeds a fawn like its mother and is
given jewellery by mother nature herself. Vasavadatta weaves flower garlands to trigger the emotional
memory of the king Udayan. Malvika, the heroine of Kalidasa is sent to touch the Ashoka tree with her
foot so that it blossoms. There is a courtesan named Vasantsena in Shudraka’s play Mrichhakatikam
whose name signifies the most beautiful of all seasons i.e Spring season. Like spring season is enjoyed
by everyone, a courtesan has the duty (dharma) to please every male. The celebration of mango-festival
in Mrichhakatikam, flower gardens and canopies in Malvikagnimitram and beauty of flora and fauna in
Abhijnanasakuntalam—all are examples of finding beauty in nature and harnessing it to the fullest. The
same joy is found in exploring the beauty of female in these ancient texts. The beauty of every body
part of heroine points towards the objectification of nature as well as the commodification of woman.
Thus woman and nature are inter-related and are represented as the epitome of sensitivity and
empathy. Patriarchy wants nature to flourish but under his wings and there are similar expectations
from the woman also. In the ancient patriarchal texts, no one talks about the power that natural forces
can unleash. In the similar way, the powerful personalities of women have never been given any
representation in history and literature.
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[ehT Tehdl &1 U Ueh IR STd I8 U] §<3T 0fch ehl STR]d o foidT 3R <hlg
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IMUAT Sig= gafdd e a1 AT 819 99 o O &) A a=1 81 3R
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ARt Faiufk 8 Rifch Teh URAR bl § H ARY bl AT Tdiwd g 3R
UReR GHIST T UTafie gahrs 2|
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